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Department of Agriculture and Forestry News Update

Department of Agriculture and Forestry advises residents to practice good chainsaw
safety

BATON ROUGE - The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry advised all Louisiana residents
to practice good chainsaw safety and be wary of downed power lines and others hazards when removing
hurricane debris from their property.

In addition, LDAF Commissioner Mike Strain, D.V.M. said residents should be cautious when hiring
hurricane debris removal workmen.

"Do not pre-pay or give a deposit to any person or firm that says they will come back to clean your yard as
this may be a scam,"” Strain said. "Honest tree removal firms and individuals do not do business that way."

Licensed arborists carry liability insurance and are fully trained to remove standing trees and hanging
branches.

"A reputable firm should be able to present their certificate of insurance,” Strain said.

Downed power lines present another hazard, Strain said. "Before you start removing debris from your yard,
make sure there are no downed power lines," Strain said. "It's best just to leave debris alone if a downed
power line is present. Your life is just not worth the risk."

Strain also stressed chainsaw safety. "Read the chainsaw operating manual and be sure to wear boots,
gloves, eye and ear protection,” Strain said. "Don't climb up a ladder or tree with the chain saw running."

LDAF officials said the removal of debris from private property is the landowner's responsibility but safety
comes first. A list of licensed arborists is available on the LDAF Web site at www.ldaf.state.la.us.

Click here for a press release from the Department of Health and Hospitals on chainsaw! safety.
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https://webmail.la.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=3e475ee164134e7581c9b003275cf148&URL=http%3a%2f%2fkeelson.eatel.net%2fwebsites%2fla2.gov%2faction.cfm%3fmd%3dcommunication%26task%3daddClick%26msg_ID%3d5360%26ID%3dfke%253Fick%255Cj%255Dh%2540%26redirect%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.ldaf.state.la.us
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